
 

Strengths and weaknesses of finishing units in Denmark; what are the key points that still needs to be 

improved. 

 

Background 

In 2012 the total production of pigs in Denmark was 29 million. The production of finishers was 19 million. 

This means that there are exported 9 to 10 million weaned pigs in 2012. The export of weaned pigs has 

increased gradually the last 10 to 15 years, whereas the production of finishers in Denmark is reduced. 

Until 1994, the export of weaners very limited and nearly all Danish weaners were fattened and 

slaughtered in Denmark.  

The average number of produced finishers in 2012 was 5314; the average production level applies to both 

pure finisher herds and mixed herds. For pure finisher herds, the number of produced finisher pigs was 

6902 per year. But, it is not uncommon that a specialized fattening farmer produces 20,000 to 50,000 

finishers per year; in that case, the production is usually spread over several sites. 

 

Productions system  

Almost all farms are built as, all-in/all-out production on section level. Some few have all-in/all-out 

production on herd level. There is big variation in the number of pigs per section, the normal will be 300-

400 pigs.   

As an estimate 25% of the herds have liquid feed and 75% have dry feed. Around 50% of the feed are 

pellets and 50% are home-mixed. 

In older system there are mainly total slatted floor. Due to environmental rules, there is normally 1/3 solid 

floor and 2/3 slatted floor in new system. 

The ventilationssystem is, diffuse ventilation, low pressure system or a combination.  

Normally there is 18 to 22 pig per peen.   

 

Health 

In Danish fatting herds there is a big variation in the health status of the pigs, some herds are pure SPF (free 

from App, Mycoplasma hyopneumonia, Dysentery, PRRS and Atrophic rhinitis) while some have App, 

Mycoplasma hyopneumonia and PRRS. Dysentery and clinical Atrophic rhinitis is very rare in Denmark.  

In a well sectioned production system, control of PRRS, App and Mycoplasma hyopneumonia without 

vaccination is normal. If there is clinical problem with Mycoplasma hyopneumonia vaccinations is common 



(about 50% of Mycoplasma hyopneumonia positive herds vaccinates against the disease). Vaccination of 

pigs against App and PRRS is uncommon.   

In the case of clinical problem with Dysentery or Atrophic rhinitis, it well be the normal to make an 

eradication program, manly a de-pop/re-pop.  

Strengths Weakness 

All-in/all-out production on section level:  

Give a good control with deceases, and it is 

normally possible to handle diseases without 

vaccination.      

Cost:  

High production costs in Denmark.  

Homemade feed:  

When the farmer grows his own food, he becomes 

less vulnerable to price fluctuations on feed. Often 

homemade feed is better for the health (diarrhea 

and stomach ulcers).     

Environment: 

Environmental requirements have made it difficult 

to build large housing facilities for finishers. Many 

farmers have instead production at several farms, 

this increases the cost. 

Manure:  

Manure has a value for the majority of farmers in 

Denmark, as fertilizer for his crops. If the farmer has 

more manure than he may use on his own fields, 

the normal cost level for disposal is between 0 and 

2 euros per ton. 

Competition of weaners:  

Danish finishers farmers have found it difficult, to 

pay the same for the weaners as they can cost on 

the export market. 

 

Improvements in the Danish production system 

For the author, the following points are some of the key point where production system can be improved.  

 

Bigger herds:  

Having the production at one location will often be preferred. Farmers with several small farm units, often 

use a long time on transport, which often go beyond the time to take care of the pigs. The productions 

system must still be sectioned, 300-400 pigs per room.  

 

Ventilation:  

Low pressure ventilation is preferable to diffuse. In stables with diffuse ventilation there is often very hot in 

the summer time.   

 

Feeding system:  

Which feeding system there is preferable, is very dependent on the individual farmer. If there is good 

management on the farm, wet food system can be good (possibility of alternative feed-products, control of 



federation etc.). If the production should be simple, ad lib feeding with dry feed is preferable (keep it 

simple).  

 

Heating system:  

Good heating systems, so the house can be dried and heated after wash and before the new batch of pigs 

are inserted.    

 

 

 

 

 

 


